AT  CONFERENCE   OF MISSIONARY   SOCIETIES
want to convey God to the untouchable I must take Him in the way that he needs. I go to the untouchables and say, 'What God can I give you unless it is what you need/
Mr. Gandhi went on to give an illustration of the pitiable state of an old man of the 'untouchable' class, who was not even allowed within sight. Said Mr. Gandhi.
He was brought to me to present an address. The man was afraid of everything, like a countryman set down in the middle of London traffic.
He dropped the address he was to give, but, said Mr. Gandhi:
I picked it up and showed him the right way to hold it. By my attitude I succeeded in gaining his confidence, and I felt that by doing so I had given him a message from God, If I were a Christian missionary (and I can enter into the hearts of Christian missionaries), I would go into their midst as Elwiii1 has gone He is today planning to work among the untouchables. He will establish Christian ashrams among the untouchables, with a church in a mud-hut for his own and his colleagues' use. He wants simply to live among them as God may guide his life.
The Rev G E. Wilson of the Baptist Missionary Society said: "To me the religious life may be simply described as a life of disciple-ship We are all learners The true missionary claims to be a disciple, with a trust to carry out the commission of his Lord, and to persuade others to be disciples Mr Gandhi seems to me to deprecate, almost to condemn, religious teaching. We are to go and live among people but not try to make them disciples or instil new faith into them. That seems to me to confute Mr Gandhi's whole life. Does Mr. Gandhi mean that it is not right for us to go to India or any place and try to make people disciples, to teach the supreme truth of Jesus Christ if we believe him to be the highest that we know? Mr. Gandhi has been preaching to us today. Does he really mean to exclude all preaching?"
MR. GANDHI: Language fails to convey meaning; the uttered word is the limitation of thought. There is room for both writing and speech, though I find it would often be better if I wrote and spoke less, but I do not seek to convert anybody to my faith. Though my conviction is strong enough in me for me to die for that conviction, that force does not carry me to the goal of believing that the same thing should be believed by my fellow men. I know what God wishes for me, but I am not so presumptuous as to
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